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I

For Drug Legalization
Douglas Husak



3  Reasons to Criminalize Drug Use

E AcH of the four rationales I will examine is designed to an-
swer what I have called the fundamental question about
our drug policy: Should recreational users of (some) drugs be
punished? Should drug use be criminalized? Where should we
look for possible answers to these questions — for alleged justi-
fications of criminalization? Since there is no “official” rationale
for our drug policy, the most sensible way to proceed is to exam-
ine those arguments that have actually been given by the most
knowledgeable and thoughtful individuals who have spoken on
its behalf. The most well-known defenders of our policy include
William Bennett, the country’s first and most influential “drug
czar,” and James Q. Wilson, former chairman of the National
Advisory Council for Drug Abuse Prevention and one of the most
distinguished and widely respected criminologists in America to-
day. In addition, T will make frequent reference to the publica-
tions of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) —the
government office charged with establishing policies, priorities,
and objectives for drug policy in the United States. Although the
ONDCP has no authority to make law, it is perhaps the best source
of an authoritative defense of the law.

Drugs and Health

Protecting our physical and mental health is one of the most im-
portant functions of the state. Might this objective justify the
punishment of persons who use (some) drugs for recreational
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